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marked because, as his self-appointed Editor has
stated with such brutal frankness, it was given to
him to be " loved and hated, despised and feared,
degraded and exalted above any other Chinaman.*3
The events which brought him to disgrace and
imminent peril of death in 1895 undoubtedly served,
for example, to increase his love of money and the
confidence which he had always placed in the com-
forting virtue of wealth, so that during the kst
few years of his life avarice became his ruling
passion.

Often, amidst the bustle and racket of his Tientsin
Yamen, surrounded by all the outward and visible
signs of its feverish modernism, men forgot in him
the Hanlin compiler, the Confucianist, for whom the
literary tradition and the Canons of the Sages were
sacrosanct; but with the Reform crisis of 1898 this
side of his character asserted itself as vigorously as
it had done fifty years before. And when, through
her own blind folly in 1900, the Empress stood to
lose the Dragon throne, that unswerving loyalty,
which some had doubted when he went to Canton,
dominated every other consideration, until he had
succeeded in making terms which saved her dignity
and a remnant of her fortunes. In a word, the voices
which came to him with final force of authority, which
determined his actions in sudden crises, were the
voices of his tutelary spirits and ancestral gods,
powerful instincts of atavism, bred and born in every
son of Han by centuries of persistence in the patri-
archal social system and the fierce struggle for life
which that system has produced.
^Many Europeans, contemplating the philosophic
pacifism of the Chinese, are apt to forget the fierce-